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220667/DPP - 1 Westerton Road, 
Installation of solar panels to roof

Lucy Greene, Planning Advisor



Location Plan



Aerial Photograph 
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Plans as Proposed



Proposed Elevation front              



Proposed Elevation (side)             



Proposed panels            



Reasons for Refusal

- Stated in full in Report of Handling in Agenda. Key points:

• Requirement for solar panels and alternative improvements not 
sufficiently explored

• Location and design of panels would be overly prominent, with 
adverse impact on Conservation Area

• Contrary to Policy H1-Residential Areas D1-Design, D4-Historic 
Environment, R8-Renewables and Householder Design Guide

• Contrary to Managing Change Guidance on Roofs and Micro-
renewables, and HEPS



Applicant’s Case

Summary:
• The panels would be grey on a grey roof, and not raised high. They would 

complement the building.
• The Energy Saving Trust assess insulation and existing energy savings 

prior to approving loan. House is heated by gas and electricity from 
panels would be used for EVs as well as none heating needs.

• Solar panels would reduce CO2 emissions as use of grid electricity would 
decrease – with grid electricity largely coming from burning gas.



Policies – LDP 2017

Policy H1: Relates to new 
residential developments
(excerpt)



Policies and Guidance
Adopted LDP 2017
• D4 – Historic Environment
• R8 – Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Developments

Proposed Aberdeen Local Development Plan (2020)
• D1 – Quality Placemaking
• D2 – Amenity
• H1 – Residential Areas
• Policy D6: Historic Environment 
• Policy R8: Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Developments

• Householder Design Guide 

• Historic Environment Policy for Scotland (HEPS)

• Managing Change in the Historic Environment: Roofs
• Managing Change in the Historic Environment: Micro-Renewables

• Scottish Planning Policy 2020



Pitfodels Conservation Area



D1: Quality Placemaking by Design

All dev’t must “ensure high standards of design and have 
a strong and distinctive sense of place which is a result of 
context appraisal, detailed planning, quality architecture, 
craftsmanship and materials”.

Proposals will be assessed against the following six 
essential qualities:

- Distinctive

- Welcoming

- Safe and pleasant

- Easy to move around

- Adaptable

- Resource-efficient



Evaluation

• Primacy of Development Plan

• The Planning Act requires all applications to be determined in 
accordance with Development Plan unless material considerations 
indicate otherwise

• Careful assessment, each application treated on its merits



Basis for Decision
Zoning:

How would it affect the character and amenity of the area and character of the 
Conservation Area as set out in policy H1 and the relevant supplementary guidance? 

1. Does the proposal comply with the Development Plan when considered as a whole? 

2. Do other material considerations weigh for or against the proposal? Are they of 
sufficient weight to overcome any conflict with the Development Plan?

Decision – state clear reasons for decision



Thank you
Questions ?

Lucy Greene (Planning Advisor):  lgreene@aberdeencity.gov.uk

mailto:lgreene@aberdeencity.gov.uk

